Elisa Lironi is Programme Director for European Democracy, working at the European Citizen Action
Service (ECAS) since 2015. Developing and leading ECAS’ European Democracy focus area by
implementing EU projects and research studies related to Digital Democracy, Understanding
Populism and Civic Engagement.

She is expert of Digital democracy and project manager of several projects on this subject under
different EU programmes including Erasmus+, REC, Europe For Citizens and Horizon2020. Since
2018, she is ECI Expert/Project Coordinator of the European Citizens’ Initiative Forum and part of
the team working with Secretariat-General of the European Commission on developing and
implementing this online collaborative platform.

Her area of research is specifically on e-participation practices in Europe. She has published on the
issues of European democracy, digital tools, EU public consultation. Her latest publication includes
a book chapter on “Crowdsourcing EU Legislation: Harnessing the Power of Digital Democracy”
(2021). She has been speaker on Digital Democracy in numerous occasions and events organised by
local, national and EU Institutions and has been called upon to contribute to the work of for example
the Court of Auditors, the Council of Europe and the UN.

She has been leader of the Civil Society Convention’s Digital Transformation Cluster that has
contributed to bringing recommendations to the COFE and to feed into the EU’s priority of “A
Europe fit for the digital age”.



